"WikiSource Workshop at Osmania University Promotes Digital Preservation of Telugu
Literature”

Hyderabad, 22nd March 2025: In a significant step towards the digital preservation of
Telugu language and culture, Osmania University's Department of Telugu, Nizam
College's Department of Telugu, and the Bolicetho Foundation jointly organized a two-



day WikiSource workshop on March 21st and 22nd, 2025. The workshop focused on
introducing participants to the WikiSource platform and its role in making public
domain texts accessible in digital formats.

The workshop attracted students, faculty members, and individuals with a keen interest
in Wikimedia projects. The primary objective was to raise awareness about WikiSource
and to encourage the digitization and public availability of public domain literary works.

The event commenced on the morning of March 21st with an inaugural address by
Professor Sagi Kamalakar Sharma, Head of the Department of Telugu, Osmania
University. Other distinguished guests included Neti Saikiran, Founder of the Bolicetho
Foundation, Rahmanuddin, Founder of Bujjai Technologies, Professor C. Kashim,
Principal of the Arts College, Osmania University, prominent Wikipedian Rahmanuddin,
Dr. A.L. Vijayalakshmi, President of the Curriculum Committee, Osmania University
Telugu Department, Dr. S. Raghuraman, Assistant Professor, Osmania University, and
Rameswaram, a renowned WikiSource editor. These esteemed speakers highlighted the
importance of WikiSource in the digital preservation and dissemination of Telugu
literary heritage.

Throughout the workshop, participants were trained in key aspects of the WikiSource
platform, including logging in, using Optical Character Recognition (OCR) tools, and
page validation. The training sessions were conducted by leading WikiSource editors
Guntur Palli Rameswaram, Abhilash, Praveen, Saikiran, and Anjan.

On the second day, students were divided into groups and tasked with completing small
WikiSource projects, which they later presented. The closing ceremony of the workshop
was marked by a traditional folk dance, Dhimsa. Dr. S. Chandraiha from Nizam College
presented a comprehensive report summarizing the workshop's proceedings. In a
special moment, the book “Wikipedia — Telugu Literary Usage”, authored by Abhilash,
was officially launched by Professor Surya Dhananjay, Vice-Chancellor of Veeranari
Chakali Ailamma Women's University.

The concluding session was graced by several prominent dignitaries, including Professor
Sudharani of VNR Vignana Jyothi Engineering College, Tanveer Hassan from the
Wikimedia Foundation, Krupal Kashyap, Program Manager at IIT Hyderabad, and other
distinguished guests from the academic and Wikimedia communities. They applauded
the success of the workshop and the participants' contributions to the digital
preservation of Telugu literature.

Certificates and mementos were awarded to the students who participated in the
workshop, further motivating them to continue contributing to the WikiSource project.



The event successfully fostered a deeper understanding of WikiSource and emphasized

the importance of preserving Telugu literary heritage in the digital age.

te.wikisource.org

www.bolicheto.org
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